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“Man is God to man.” — Ludwig Feuerbach 

“What is love? What is creation? What is longing? What is a star?” — Thus asks the 
Last Man, and he blinks. — Friedrich Nietzsche 

 

1. The Ancient Error: Projection and Alienation 

For centuries, humanity has committed a subtle but devastating error: we have 
outsourced our greatness. Ludwig Feuerbach, the 19th-century German philosopher, saw 
this clearly. In The Essence of Christianity, he argued that God is not the creator of man; 
rather, man creates God in his own image. Our finest qualities—love, reason, creativity, 
will—are stripped from us and projected outward onto an imagined divine being. 

This projection creates alienation. By locating our highest potential outside ourselves, we 
impoverish our own being. We become small, passive, and dependent. Feuerbach’s 
solution was radical: reclaim what we have projected. Recognize that the divine qualities 
we worship are our own. Theology must become anthropology. The love once directed 
toward an abstract God should be directed toward actual human beings and embodied 
human experience. 

Jeffrey J. Kripal, in The Serpent’s Gift, reframes Feuerbach’s insight as a call to complete 
the incarnation of love—to realize that the sacred is not elsewhere but here, in the depth 
of human consciousness and relationship. This is not mere secularism; it is a mystical 
humanism that restores transcendence to life without outsourcing it to a distant deity. 

 

2. Modern Echoes: AI and UFOs as the New Gods 

The same psychological mechanism of projection now operates in technology—and even 
in our cosmic imagination. Where once we projected our infinite potential onto gods, now 
we project it onto artificial intelligence and, increasingly, onto UFOs. 

AI becomes the new idol: omniscient, omnipotent, inevitable. We imagine it will solve our 
problems, guide our future, and even save us from ourselves. In doing so, we risk repeating 
the same abdication on a planetary scale. 

And UFOs? We need to study them, as they are a part of the great cycle of life and 
consciousness. But that is not the point. The danger lies in turning them into another shiny 
object of salvation—another externalized distraction that keeps us from claiming our own 
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agency. Waiting for rescue, whether from gods, machines, or cosmic visitors, is still 
projection. It is still abdication. 

 

3. The Last Man and the Coming Collapse 

Friedrich Nietzsche foresaw the endpoint of this trajectory in his vision of the Last Man. 
Introduced in Thus Spoke Zarathustra, the Last Man is humanity’s dystopian future: a 
species that has abandoned striving, creativity, and risk in favor of comfort, security, and 
mediocrity. “We have invented happiness,” they say—and they blink. 

The Last Man avoids suffering and challenge, preferring predictable pleasures and herd 
conformity. He is not evil; he is simply small, content, and spiritually stagnant. Nietzsche 
warns that if humanity does not aim higher—toward self-overcoming and creative 
transcendence—it will regress into this state, incapable of producing culture, meaning, or 
vitality. 

Today, the Last Man is not a distant possibility; he is emerging in real time. A humanity that 
projects its power onto gods, algorithms, or UFOs becomes passive, nihilistic, and 
ultimately extinct. 

 

4. Platonic Surrealism: Reclaiming Our Transcendent Birthright 

Platonic Surrealism offers a counterpoint—a way forward. It begins with the recognition 
that POTENTIALITY and AWARENESS are primal, irreducible realities. These are not 
qualities to be outsourced; they are the living core of what we are. 

To reclaim our Transcendent Birthright is to reabsorb what we have projected outward, 
whether onto gods, machines, or cosmic saviors. It is to stand in the presence of LIFE, fully 
awake, fully responsible, and fully creative. It is to realize that transcendence is not 
elsewhere but here, embodied in the luminous depth of human consciousness. 

The future depends on this reclamation. If humanity continues to externalize its essence, it 
will become a hollow species, distracted by shiny objects and controlled by systems it 
created but does not understand. But if we take back our birthright—if we recognize that 
the divine spark is not elsewhere but here—we can make a beautiful future together. A 
future of conscious choice, not unconscious abdication. A future where technology serves 
life rather than replaces it. A future where transcendence is not outsourced but embodied. 
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How to Begin Reclaiming Your Transcendent Birthright 

1. Recognize Projection: Notice where you have outsourced your power—whether to 
religion, ideology, technology, or even the hope that UFOs will come to rescue us. 
UFOs may be part of the great cycle of life, but they too can become an externalized 
distraction. 

2. Reclaim Agency: Affirm that your highest qualities—love, creativity, awareness—
are yours, not external. 

3. Practice Presence: Engage in practices that deepen awareness and embodiment 
(meditation, creative work, authentic dialogue). 

4. Create, Don’t Abdicate: Use technology as a tool, not a master. Build systems that 
serve life, not replace it. 

5. Choose LIFE: Commit to growth, risk, and beauty over comfort and conformity. 

6. Adopt a Neutral Transcendent Framework: Explore a non-dogmatic, integrative 
approach like Platonic Surrealism, which emphasizes POTENTIALITY and 
AWARENESS as primal realities. Such frameworks offer transcendence without 
religious baggage, grounding spiritual depth in experiential practice rather than 
external authority. 

 

Further Reading 

• Ludwig Feuerbach, The Essence of Christianity 

• Jeffrey J. Kripal, The Serpent’s Gift 

• Friedrich Nietzsche, Thus Spoke Zarathustra 

 

Closing Rallying Cry 

Reclaim your Transcendent Birthright. Stop projecting. Start becoming. The soul is not 
waiting in the sky—it is waiting in you. 
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